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Island. “Since I was 3 years old,” reflects the Portland native. His family 
home on the island, built in the late 1800s, has been passed down 
through several generations. “I grew up playing here in the summer,” he 
says, “and now my grandchildren do.” The Thornton family home sits on 
the desirable west end of the island where the high crest of land meets the 
exceptional summer sun.

The community values, says Thornton, are particularly strong on Long 
Island. “We just raised $850,000 to build a new library out here,” he 
marvels. The “small town” quality has heightened Thornton’s attention to 
detail in his real-estate practices: “You work hard not to make a mistake,” 
he jokes, “because you run into everyone on the ferry!” Over his thirty 

years in the business, Thornton has made island properties his specialty. 
No matter whether it is on Peaks Island, Diamond Cove, or Long Island, 

one certainty is that they are not making any more land in Maine, which 
has made the islands of Casco Bay particularly precious to the families who 
live on them. The homes are never sold willy-nilly, and many are handed 
down from generation to generation. 

Island life seems to unfold in a suspension of time. The constantly 
lapping waves seem to buoy the islands up. The sea birds skim the water 
and remind us of life’s precious balance. The sun feels, if not stronger, just 
a little bit brighter. And yes, the salt wind is a salve for the soul. MH+D

Remarkable

The air cools and a breeze washes over the 
ferry passengers—many close their eyes as 
though the salt wind is a salve for the soul.

Long Island faces, ferries, and seaside scenes. 
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